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Big Sur Ashes Sprout New Life
Hayley Alaniz, StaffReporter

The Basin Complex fire is now
100 percent contained, meaning
the fire is surrounded but will
As summer comes to an end not be completely extinguished
Northern California begins to for several months. Firefighters
recover from its share of fires. will continue to work hard on
One specific fire that hit close to putting hot spots out and removing
home with the CSU Monterey hazardous objects.
A popular tourist attraction and
Bay (CSUMB) and local central
coast community was the Basin CSUMB student hang out is the
Complex Fire in Big Sur.
Big Sur Gorge located in Pfeiffer
Burning more than 160,000 State Park, which was situated in
acres, the Basin Complex Fire the heart of the fire. “Both sides of
damaged sights and attractions the Gorge are 100% burned. There
that bring visitors to this hot spot is no vegetation left and lots of
every year, including hiking trails, rocks [remain],” said Cole. With
campgrounds, 26 houses and 32 the rocks being a hazard, especially
during the raining season, Cole
structures.
Administrator of Department expressed that the Gorge is closed
and Recreation Bob Cole said due to the condition it is in. The
the fire affected different parts Gorge will remain completely
of Big Sur. Not only was there closed until geologists can come
fire damage, but there was also in and decide what to do with the
part of the park around Cooper’s area in order for it to reopen.
Cabin campground, that housed
approximately 1500 firefighters
and resulted in tracking damage.
Hayley_Alaniz@csumb.edu

Stan
Russell,
executive
director of the Big Sur Chamber
of Commerce, stated that there
are many options to look at in
order to get everything back to
normal again. Russell continued
that a federal organization, Berg
Area Emergency Rehabilitation
(BAER), came in with a team
of geologists, soil scientists, and
botanists in order to evaluate how
to properly care for the area and
restore the look it was in before
the fire.
“I am excited for fall and spring.”
Russell commented that he could
already see green coming up and
if there is not too much rain this
year, it would bring more growth,
rather than causing mudslides.

Russell
expressed
that
businesses are open, as well as
campgrounds. The only thing
that needs work is new steps and
handrails for trails that have been
destroyed. All in all, Russell said
that the process is moving along
and there is money available for
fixtures.
Johanna Crawley, senior and
biology major, is one CSUMB
student who has visited Big Sur
numerous times and is saddened by
how much of the popular attraction
has been destroyed. “I go camping
there with my family every year,

so I plan on returning as soon as
everything has recovered from the
fire,” said Crawley.
Russell urges students and
anyone to come back and visit
since it is open. “If you drive by it,
you would not be able to tell there
even was a fire.”

[News]

What's Happening in the Neighborhood
StaffReporter

What do Rome, Beijing and CSU
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) have in
common? None of them were built
in a day. Yet, as the 1,365 acres
that compose the CSUMB campus
continue to morph from a military
base into a modem university,
the projects promised to sites
contiguous to the campus seem to
have come to a grinding halt.
Witness the broken ground and
dashed hopes of East Garrison
Village, a 244-acre, high-density
development adjacent Marina,
slated for 1,400 housing units
and 300,000 sq. ft. of commercial
space, including offices and shops
along walkable streets, a town
center and a cultural arts district.
Although the project was intended
to develop in three phases during
the next 20 years, the sluggish
housing market is reportedly the
culprit, leaving the rough-graded
property to lie in wait of an
upturn.
Similarly, Marina Heights,
located on 248 acres off Imjin
Parkway,
anticipates
1,050
residential units and some 36
acres of new parks and greenbelts.
Despite 270 graded lots, the
developer reportedly lacks home
builders to buy those lots and start
building. Anticipated progress on
this property is somewhere around
2012.
Still on the horizon is the
Seaside Main Gate project, located
at the northeast córner of Highway
One and Lightfighter Drive. As
negotiations continue to ransom
the years, the anticipated lifestyle
shopping center appears to be no
more than a speck in the offing.
Despite the delay of the Dunes
on Monterey Bay development—
formerly known as “University

Village.” The project is celebrated
for the show of good faith and
great progress in the completion
of the namesake regional shopping
center that houses big box stores
Target, Best Buy, REI and a Kohl’s
department store, among others.
Furthermore, The Monterey
County Herald reported on Aug.
6 that the Marina City Council
has approved $106 million in
redevelopment funds to reignite
the Dunes project.
“We will probably resume
construction next month on the
Village Promenade section of the
Dunes,” said Bob Shaffer, director
of community relations for Marina
Community Partners.
“[The
Village Promenade] will have
specialty shops in a village setting,
with two-story townhouses above.
It will have a town square with
restaurants, coffee shops and likely
a movie theater and a brew pub.
Also part of the Promenade will be
a 125-room hotel and a 40,000 sq.
ft. office building, which should
open in the spring or fall of 2010.
Later will come a 325 room hotel
plus more office buildings as
demand develops.”
What this should mean to the
CSUMB community is more places
to shop and eat, as well as jobs,
entertainment, and, eventually,
housing. Just not yet. The estimated
start date for housing construction,
says Shaffer, is 2012.
“It’s nice for us that the Dunes
project got far enough to give
us a closer place to shop,” said
Kathleen Ventimiglia, director of
campus planning and development
for CSUMB; “but it would be
good to have a finished edge to
our campus. I guess we wait and
see, while focusing on campus
development.”

Above: East Garrison Below: The Dunes Far Below Marina Heights
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The Monterey County

Herald reported on
Aug. 6, 2008 that

the Marina City

Council has approved
$106 million in
redevelopment funds

to reignite the Dunes

project.
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New Announcement System Among Summer Upgrades
Monica Guzman, Staff Reporter

the messages are either live or pre
recorded and will state what the
emergency is and what to do.
Since the end of the spring 2008
“Messages are broadcast to
semester, construction projects everyone within hearing distance,”
on the CSU Monterey Bay said Hardee.
(CSUMB) campus have started,
Systems similar to this one from
progressed and been completed. the Illinois Company Visiplex
Some of these projects include a can be found in schools such as
new security system, new library, Stanford University and UCLA.
gymnasium improvements and
According to Hardee, after
street construction.
much research, this system was
An important project initiated chosen over others due to its
during the summer, which is now various attractive features. “The
complete is the new emergency main features,” he said, “are that
alert system.
it is completely wireless and solar
Throughout the summer, 28 powered, and its reasonable price
exterior speakers were installed all tag.”
over main campus to warn anyone
The next phase of this project is
in residence of a disaster.
to install a similar system in East
According to Chief Hardee of Campus, which is scheduled for
the University Police Department, the month of Sept.

Director of Campus Planning
and
Development
Kathleen
Ventimiglia said that most other
projects in progress also will be
completed in Sept, such as the
round-about on 5th Ave. and A St.,
which should be paved, opening
the streets by the time school starts.
Adjacent landscaping, however,
will continue into Sept.
The path starting at the library
comer of 5th Ave. and A St. will
be paved in time for school. The
remodeling of the current library
bathrooms on behalf of future
occupants should be complete by
the beginning of the fall semester
There is no new street
construction scheduled for another
few months, says Ventimiglia; “the
street closure should be nothing
like it was last year.”

PHOT OS BY RICHARD WEL SHElMER

Monica_Guzman@csumb.edu
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New Library Enters Final Stages of Construction
Elaine Schumacher, StaffReporter

have views of the Monterey Bay
and the Salinas Valley; students
can look forward to relaxing,
In the last stages of construction, reading and studying with the
the Tanimura and Antle Family natural lighting of the central
Memorial Library át CSU atrium.
“Although the new library will
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) will be
completed as scheduled by the end not add additional staff positions,”
said Robnett, “the present staff
of Sept. 2008.
“After the State Fire Marshall will be reassigned, providing better
inspects and approves its safety, coverage for the longer hours.”
Once completed, the library may
the library will be ready to use,”
qualify
for the prestigious Leadership
said Bill Robnett, library director
in
Energy
and Environmental Design
at CSUMB. “The plan is to move
(LEED)
certification.
the current library during the
“Theprojectisactivelyundergoing
Thanksgiving break, and -when
the
necessary paperwork to submit
students return, they can begin
for
silver
(LEED) certification,” said
using it” Robnett continued. The
Kathleen
Ventimiglia, Director for
Academic Skills Achievement
Campus
Planning
& Development.
Program office will move into the
Developed
and
administered by
new space once the library and the
the
United
States
Green. Building
classrooms are ready for use in the
Council
(USGBC)
the four levels
spring 2009 semester.
of
certification
certified
are, gold,
If the building looks familiar,
silver
and
platinum.
Each
level
that is because it is designed
corresponds
to
the
number
of
by San Francisco architecture
credits
accrued
in
five
green
design
firm Esherick, Hornsey, Dodge
and Davis, which also designed categories: sustainable sites, water
the Monterey Bay Aquarium, efficiency, energy and atmosphere,
Monterey Peninsula College materials and resources and in
Library and a number of buildings door environmental quality.
“Once the project is complete
on the UC Santa Cruz campus.
and
the necessary readings on the
The cost of the CSUMB library
systems
are monitored and inserted
project was $64 million with $52
in
the
certification package, it
million coming from state funding
will
be
submitted to USGBC,”
and $12 million coming from
Ventimiglia
said.
private gifts and donations. The
A
grass
field
and, in the future,
Salinas-based produce company
new
classrooms
will surround the
Tanimura and Antle, one of the
“
green
”
library.
It
promises to be
largest lettuce producers in the
the
new
centerpiece
to the everworld, began the donations with
expanding
campus.
$4 million.
The library will have the initial
capacity for 152,000 volumes
and the potential for 573,000 in
the future. There will be two
auditoriums, three classrooms,
instructional labs and 10 group
meeting rooms. The library will
Elaine_Schumacher@csumb.edu
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Monterey Airport Lets Students Fly
Hayley Alaniz, StaffReporter
Hayley_Alaniz@csumb.edu

These days, flying from Monterey
to Las Vegas is a low-cost trip even
a CSU Monterey Bay (CSUMB)
student on a tight budget can
afford.
As of May 30, Monterey
Peninsula Airport (MRY) has
included a non-stop flight to Las
Vegas to their list of destinations.
Flights to Vegas through Allegiant
Air are on Sunday, Wednesday
and Friday with prices ranging
from $30 to $120 each way. Also,

CSUMB
Makes the
Grade,
and Grabs
Grant

CSUMB students, along with
the local Monterey community
have the opportunity to fly to
places such as San Francisco, Los
Angeles, San Diego, and more.
Jennifer Hickerson of the
public relations and marketing
department at MRY revealed that
even though the Airport has added
Las Vegas to its flight plan, it will
be losing some destinations in the
near future. “We will be losing
Long Beach, Ontario,
and San Diego

traveler who has used the airport
more than 15 times. Using
Express Jet and United, Shragge
stated that the airport is quite
convenient, when he flys to San
Diego or San Francisco.
“It’s so close and easy,” Shragge
said. “You can show up 30 to 45
minutes before the flight and get
through security and on the plane,
no problem.”

Not
only
does Monterey
Jet is going Airport offer convenient
out of business.” flights, but it also provides a shuttle
Hickerson continuedservice that could take students as
that Denver and San Diego far as San Francisco International
are the two busiest destinations Airport (SFO). Florence Sausi,
and it is unfortunate that popular manager of Monterey Airbus, said
San Diego will no longer be one there are 11 shuttles scheduled
everyday, running from 4 a.m. to
of their destinations.
Fifth year student and Business 7 p.m. Sausi continued that from
major Sam Shragge, is a seasoned Monterey to the San Jose Airport,

the cost is $35 and from Monterey
tó SFO the price is $45.
Individuals also can catch
shuttles
from
downtown
Monterey at Alvarado and Pearl
streets. Sausi said, “It is the best,
most cost-effective way to go,”
and she urges people to make
reservations at least 24 hours in
advance, even though people
without reservations may ride the
shuttle if space is available.

and Allegiant Air. “Summer is
busiest,” Hickerson commented,
“but it is a good idea to buy tickets
[at least] 14 days in advance.”
To find out more information
regarding flights and destinations
visit www.montereyairport.com.

because

Monica Guzman, Staff Reporter
Monica_Guzman@csumb.edu

CSU Monterey Bay (CSUMB)
received a $2.8 million grant
during the summer, which will
go toward a new academic
services center. The center will
be available for undergraduate
students starting spring 2009.
Some of these services will
include academic advising,
coaching,
workshops
and
tutorial seminars.
This five-year grant came
from the U.S. Department
of Education specifically for
Hispanic-serving
schools,
meaning at least 25 percent
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of the student population
is Hispanic. According to
President Dianne Harrison,
CSUMB was chosen from a
very competitive application
process for this grant.
According to Vice President
Ronnie Higgs, the main purpose
for the program, “Center for
Success” is to increase retention
and graduation rates. To do
this, the center will accept 600
at-risk students and work with
them to improve their academic
performance.
Higgs’ hopes are that 10
percent fewer students will not
be disqualified from school due
to low grade point averages
during the five-year period. He

Whether
students choose to fly directly
out of Monterey Airport or catch
a shuttle to the Bay Area airports,
either option would be suitable
for students hoping not to break
the bank.
The Monterey Peninsula Airport
hosts American Airlines/Eagle, US
Airways, United/United Express

said the success of the program
will be based on the rate of
acceptance.
“The services are for students
who need remediation meaning
to strengthen their math and
writing skills,” said Higgs. A
little over half of the incoming
students he said, are in need of
some kind of remediation.
According to Harrison the
program will include “coaches”
that will keep in touch with
the students by phone or email
to make sure that they’re
continuing to stay on track.
Harrison said there was a
similar program earlier this
year with 100 students. It
seemed to help their academic

performance, so she is excited
to get the larger enrollment
started.
This center will be located
in the new library in the same
area as the Academic Skills
Achievement Program and the
university’s academic advisors.
Starting Oct. 1, $50,000 of
the grant will go to the school’s
scholarship fund available to
tri-county students.
“We are very happy to have
gotten the grant,” Harrison said.
She later went on to say that
she is excited about the start
of the new academic services
program funded by the grant.

PHOTO PROVIDED

[Arts and Entertainment]

What Are You Doing?
Kate Kiechle, Staff Writer
Kate_Kiechle@csumb.edu

CSU Monterey Bay (CSUMB)
students have access to a legendary
stretch of the California Coastline
teeming with places to go and
things to do, but narrowing it
down to the hot spots will help
you make the most of your free
time this semester.
Beaches line the coast of
Monterey Bay, but those preferred
by CSUMB students include
Marina State Beach, Del Monte
and Casa Verde beaches. Casa
Verde has designated fire pits,
making it the bonfire hot spot.
For more information about out
door recreation, visit the Monterey
Peninsula Regional Park District
website at www.mprpd.org.
When low on the essentials or
just feeling the need to get off
campus, consider three shopping
hot spots. Closest to campus and
featuring stores such as Best Buy,
Old Navy, Target and REI, is
The Dunes. Located at the end of
Second Ave., this shopping center
is about a 20-minute walk from
campus.
Sand City shopping center is a
bike ride or short drive away and
provides Save Mart supermarket,
Target, Ross, Marshall’s, Costco,
Jamba Juice, Starbuck’s, among
others, and a couple of restaurants.
By car, take Highway One South,
exit at 404, and make a right, left,
right to enter the shopping center.
For those seeking a little more
distance from campus or are
looking to catch a movie, Del
Monte Shopping Center is an

option. The outdoor mall offers
a wide range of stores for much
more than the basics, as well
as restaurants and an expansive
movie theater. Del Monte Center
is reached by exiting Highway
One South at Exit 399C, turning
right onto Munras Ave. and
another right into the shopping
center. In the absence of a car, Del
Monte Center is accessible Friday

through Sunday with a free ride
from the CSUMB Shuttle.
After the sun goes down and the
fog rolls in, downtown Monterey
becomes a whole different kind
of hot spot. Monterey Live at
414 Alvarado St. serves drinks,
food and live music. Students
receive a 10 percent discount on
the evening menu and possibly
soon, for performances as well.
For information about upcoming
shows call (831) 37S-5483.
Britannia Arms Pub at 444
Alvarado St. serves ales, hard
ciders, and a full selection of
import and domestic beers, and
offers several TVs broadcasting
major sporting events. Happy
hour is from 3 to 6 p.m. Monday
through Friday, live nBbic is

The Crown and Anchor at 150
West Franklin St. offers a heated
patio, full menu until midnight and
happy hour from 4 to 6 p.m.
East Village Coffee Lounge
at 498 Washington Street serves
espresso; small bites, beer and
wine, and presents live music.
It opens at 6 a.m. on weekdays
and at 7 a.m. on weekends. The
Rubber Chicken poetry slam is
Wednesdays, with sign up at 7:3
p.m.
From beaches to shopping to
harigffigf out downtown, these are

just a few hot spots that give
the restless CSUMB student
somewhere to go.

performed Thursday, Friday and
Saturday, and Karaoke is on
Wednesday and Saturday.
The Mucky Duck at 479
Alvarado Street has 26 beers
on draft, a late-night menu and
indoor and outdoor fire pits.
Happy hour is hosted Monday
through Friday with DJ- provided
music Thursday through Saturday.
Jim Beam Night is Thursday, and
Trivia Night is Tuesday from 5
to 8 p.m.
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California State University Monterey Bay:
Progressive University on a Legendary Campus
Elaine Schumacher, Staff Reporter
Elaine_Schumacher@csumb.edu

The
CSU
Monterey
Bay
(CSUMB) campus does not have
too many years of collegiate
tradition behind it and the alumni
date back only to 1994, but the
campus, located along the most
beautiful dunes in America, is
rich in history.
While visiting the area in 1879,
legendary author Robert Louis
Stevenson wrote, “The beaches
are white with weathered whale
bones,” in acknowledgement of
the pristine beauty and relative
inactivity of the Monterey
Peninsula coastline.
Five days after the Savannah,
the flagship of Commodore John
Drake, sailed into Monterey
Harbor on July 2, 1846, the
U.S. flag was raised outside the
Customs House, and a 21-gun
salute proclaimed the area as
Territory of the United States.
From this point, the military has
played an important role on the
Monterey Peninsula.
In 1917, the U.S. Government
purchased 15,000 acres called the
Gigling Military Reservation, a
nod to the German family who
once held title to the property. In
1933, the land was renamed Camp
Ord in honor of Major General
Edward Cresap Otho Ord, a
distinguished Civil War veteran
who was instrumental in the
establishment of the Presidio of
Monterey that is now the home of
the Defense Language Institute.

By the end of 1941, and for
much of the 20th century, the
main garrison served as an
infantry training and staging area
for American troops. Fort Ord
was an ideal setting for military
training operations because it
contained many of the various
types of terrain in which American
servicemen fought throughout
the world. Some of the training
ground included a artillery
range known as the “Impossible
City” a mock city equipped with
plumbing and electricity for urban
warfare training and hand combat
exercises.
“As a youngster, I remember
playing outside and hearing shells
and grenades exploding during
their training exercises, and
hearing the 6 a.m. revelry,” said
Seaside resident Alice Aday.
After decades of variable
activity and by the resolution of
the Cold War in 1989, Fort Ord
was designated as “Property in
Excess.” By a 6-1 vote by the
Federal Defense Base Closure
and Realignment Commission the
decision was made to shut down
Fort Ord.
Before it closed in the fall
of 1991, and the 7th Infantry
was relocated to Fort Lewis,
Washington, the Fort Ord
community included 15,000
soldiers, including 11,000 in
the 7th Light Infantry Division;
2,900 civilian employees, 17,000
spouses, children and other
dependents of the soldiers and
20,000 retired military personnel
living nearby. The relocation
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was a concern for the economic
impact on the local communities
who depended on Fort Ord for
business.
Representative Leon Panetta,
D-Monterey formed a sevengroup advisory panel to develop
a plan for the 28,000 acre
Army post. Factors considered
were economic development,
education, housing, land use,
health and human servies and
environmental restoration of the
post. Panetta was instrumental in
establishing the university, which
provides educational opportunities
while aiding the local businesses
economically.
Since its start in 1994, CSUMB
has grown and developed into
a university that values service
through a high quality education
serving the diverse people of
California with a commitment
to multilingual, multicultural
and gender-equitable learning. It
prepares students for the future
by providing'a curriculum that
is student and society centered
while striving to cultivate
creativity and enhancing the
talents of students, faculty and
staff to provide responsible and
creative leadership for the global
21st century.

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY CRAIG COOMER
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A Worldly Experience for CSUMB
Ricky Welsheimer, Editor-In-Chief
Richard_Welsheimer@csumb.edu

CSU Monterey Bay (CSUMB)
senior and Integrated Studies
major Caitlin Avery spent her
summer vacation waking up to
the sounds of birds and monkeys,
and a view of the jungle. Avery
chose to take advantage of her
summer break by earning school
credits while traveling overseas
to Thailand.
“I wanted to do something
outside the box,” said Avery, “as
well as experience an up-andcoming third-world country.
Thailand gave me the opportunity
to learn a beautiful language,
meet amazing, kind people, see
incredible night life and out-

of-this-world beaches, and still was a very unusual experience. It
get into my field by working in gave me the opportunity to see,
volunteer projects.”
firsthand, what happens when
Avery’s journey was filled a country loses a third of its
with excitement and struggles. population to genocide and leaves
She hiked through jungles, rode thousands of amputees from left
elephants, played with monkeys over landmines. The poverty was
in the street, visited gorgeous unlike anything I have ever seen,
beaches and learned a foreign and the apparent desperation was
language. In her spare time, stunning. Having the police tell
she also got to travel to nearby you that it is your choice if a
countries, such as Laos, Cambodia kid gets burned for stealing is
and Vietnam.
something that doesn’t happen
While in Cambodia, Avery every day in America.”
also got a reality check on the
Through the heart-stricken times
policies of other countries. “A and the good times, Avery had a
guy tried to steal my purse,” she summer worth remembering. She
said, “and the police told me they made friends with whom she will
were going to brand him with share a lifetime of memories. “In
the mark of a thief. I was in a Thailand, they have this saying,
country where the Khmer Rouge ‘Mai pen rai,’ which is used more
recently halted genocide, which than any other phrase,” she said.
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“It means no worries; its all good.
Thailand is truly the friendliest,
easiest place to travel around, and
best cultural experience I could
have asked for.”
Avery’s journey has come to
an end as she returns to CSUMB.
If it were her choice, she would
remain overseas in Thailand.

For information on how to
study abroad, students can
visit International Programs
Manager Holly White on
campus in building 58 or
visit international.csumb.
edu.

[Arts and Entertainment]

Thirteenth Annual Reggaefest Returns to Monterey
Elaine Schumacher, Staff Reporter

community help with advertising,
ticket sales, food venues and
promotions for the event.
“The Reggaefest is a fun,
positive
family event, and we
As a way to close the summer
are
blessed
with the great venue
and ease into the new semester,
of
the
Monterey
Fairgrounds,”
consider listening to the soothing,
said
Pamela
Smith,
“We want
peaceful rhythm of reggae music,
to
change
the
image
that the
sampling food and viewing arts
reggaefest
is
about
getting
high
and crafts from the reggae culture.
Aug 29-31, the 13^ annual and make it a family event and
Monterey Bay Reggaefest will offering activities for children.”
The festival draws worldbe held at the Monterey County
renowned
reggae artists. Friday’s
Fairgrounds. Presented by A &
talent
includes
Ky-Mani Marley,
P Productions Inc., the event
the
son
of
the
late Bob Marley;
is acclaimed to be one of the
Collie
Buddz
&
New Kingston
best reggae festivals in northern
Band,
Soul
Majestic,
Queen
California.
Omega,
Amha
Baraka,
Jah
Sun,
The first Monterey Bay
Free-Sound,
J.J.
Alistar
Band,
Reggaefest was the dream of
Robert Brown, who suffered a Dub-Star and local reggae talent
fatal heart attack the following Jonah and the Whalewatchers.
Saturday’s lineup includes Tosh
February. As a memorial to
Meets
Marley, 40831-Universal,
Brown, a second festival was
Rankin
Scroo, Michigan and
held, which was so successful
Smiley,
Turbulence,
Lutan Fyah,
that Andre and Pam Smith of A &
Tribal
Seeds,
Mista
Majah P.,
P Productions took on the task of
Sister
I.
Live,
Stevie
Culture,
organizing the annual event. Since
Malika
Madremana,
Ras
Danny,
the festival does not have official
The
Midtones
and
Woven
Roots.
sponsorship, volunteers and the
Elaine_Schumacher@csumb.edu

On Sunday, Alpha Blondy, from
the Cote d’lvorie, considered
the Bob Marley of Africa will
perform. Other artists include
Kevens, Sister Carol, Quinto Sol,
Rocker T, Fely, Red Meditation,
Mr. Flex and Posse, Valley Roots
and Fubar.
“The most important aspect
that the reggae culture provides
is the environment for spiritual
healing,” said Andre Smith, “This
is an opportunity for all races and
cultures to come together and
share in the peacefulness of the
reggae culture.”
The festival welcomes adults
and children who can enjoy the
free play area with activities for
all ages. Older kids may prefer to
participate in the Basketball Jones
Three-on-Three
Tournament,
or the Best Buy sponsored teen
lounge featuring computers, video
games, and a deejay party. The
Turf Club and Beer Garden will
have full bars for those over 21.

Monterey Bay Reggae Fest
August 29-31
Monterey County Fairgrounds
Friday
$28.00
Saturday
$38.00
Sunday
$38.00
Weekend
$90.00

For Tickets:
www.ticketweb.com
www.mbayreggaefest.net
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THU 8/21 - 9/28

MON 8/25

THE WIZARD OF OZ

CLASSES START

7:30PM/THU-SUN
$38/GENERAL$20/STUDENT,
OUTDOOR FOREST THEATER,
CARMEL

HAVE A HAPPY FALL SEMESTER NO CLASSES!

The classic comes alive on stage in
Carmel, featuring actors from the local
community.

FRI 8/28 - 8/31

MONTEREY FAIRGROUNDS

Do!

SEPT 10

SUN 8/24
JEWISH FESTIVAL
CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL
5716 CARMEL VALLEY RD.
10A.M-4:30P.M.
Guests are spoiled with homemade
comfort foods such as potato
latkes, kugel, blintzes, corned beef
and pastrami sandwiches, tasty
home baked challah, rugelach and
mandelbrot, and of course, chicken
soup. There will also be Klezmer
music, a model Jewish wedding,
Israeli folk dancing, sanctuary tours
and handmade Israeli and American
crafts.
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LABOR DAY

SAT 8/30 - 9/10

MONTEREY BAY
REGGAEFEST

r

MON 9/1

Tickets are $28 on Friday and $38
on Saturday and Sunday. Weekend
tickets can be purchased for $90. See
story on page six for more details.

CHERRY'S JUBILEE
VARIOUS LOCATIONS
Considered to be one of the premier car
events of the year throughout Northern
California, Cherry’s Jubilee brings
people together to support the Salinas
Valley Memorial Hospital

FRI 9/5

SAT 8/30 - 9/1

REBELOUTION

GREEK FESTIVAL

THE CATALYST, SANTA CRUZ
$15/ADV.,$19/D00R
DOORS 8 P.M./SH0W 9 P.M.

CUSTOM HOUSE PLAZA NEXT
TO FISHERMAN'S WHARF
SAT/SUN11-7, MON 11-4
Mouths will begin to water when
walking through the plaza filled with
the smell of freshly baked pastry and
scents of pork, lamb and chicken.
Ears enjoy Greek Music while the
eyes are delighted with all the colors
and activity of the festival.

catalystclub.com for more information

MON 9/8

LAST DAY TO ADD/
DROP CLASSES

[A rts and Entertainment]

Monterey Bay's Hidden Gem
Hayley Alaniz, Staff Reporter
Hayley_Alaniz@csumb.edu

Located in Monterey, where artistic visions
are seen in unexpected places, lies one
of Monterey’s best-kept secrets. The
Monterey Museum of Art offers history and
magnificent talent. The Museum provides
numerous exhibits and different collections
in two separate locations.
The Pacific Street location is dedicated
to American art, including painting and
photography. Not only can visitors view art
but also browse the library, by appointment.
The Museum offers programs like Museum
on Wheels, Folk Art Kits, and Creative
Response, which allows teachers to enhance
their students’ learning of art.
The La Mirada section of the museum
is located across town in a landmark

Mexican-style adobe and garden where
visitors can take an inside look into early
California through art galleries and outside
attractions.
Lila Staples, CSU Monterey Bay
(CSUMB)
assistant professor and
coordinator of Museum Studies, calls the
museum her “home away from home.” The
past president of the Board of Trustees, who
currently serves on the Board Nominating
Committee, stated that the museum is both
“spiritually grounding and fun.”
“It is a place of social gathering and
of individual reflection,” said Staples.
She expressed that at the beginning of
2006, the Museum began evenings called
ArtsLounge, where young professionals,
at least 21 years old, can come to different
themed evenings such as hair design, surf
art, tattoos and more.

Founding director of the CSUMB Visual practices, publicity, exhibition design, and
and Public Art program and Co-chair of the education strategies for both children and
department, Amalia Mesa-Bains believes adult visitors.”
that the museum could be a great resource
Michael Whittington, executive director
for students’ studies, especially those in the of Monterey Museum of Art, feels the
art program. Mesa-Bains commented, “I museum is a great resource that provides
think the museum is a great resource,” she students in their academics and other parts
said, “in providing more of an understanding of life. Whittington expressed that students
of the history of art in California and and others can find general information,
in our region. I hope they will continue including student discount information on
their efforts to reach migrant studies in the the website, www.montereyart.org.
Salinas Valley.”
By becoming a member of the Museum
Not only have students already enjoyed staff or just a regular guest, the chance to
the atmosphere at the Museum, but also peruse California contemporary art, the
several have worked there via internships community will benefit from this artistic
and permanent positions. “Some of the gem in Monterey. By visiting the Museum,
professional skills which students gain any individual will be able to see the secrets
during their time at museums,” said unfold before their very own eyes.
Staples, “are collections management,
artifact conservation, non-profit business

Simply Delicious!
Bringing California and the Mediterranean
together in a fresh, creative, and flavorful way.
Fresh and wild seafood: Alaskan Halibut, # 1
grade Swordfish and Ahi Tuna. Free Range
Steaks, Pork Tenderloin, Australian Lamb,
Vegetarian and Pasta Dishes, etc. Homemade
desserts, and a full bar with a wide selection of
wine and beers to compliment the palate.

“...what a gem...
Penelope LaFontain^^

Monterey County Weekly

Dishes
^BISTRO & GRILL

Full Bar
Service
Dinner Nightly from 4pm
Reservations 831.883.1207
330 Reservation Road, Marina
^^^^^^(DtosedSunday
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Otter Sports Center
Tightens and Tones
Evan Fitzgerald, Staff Reporter
Evan_Fitzgerald@csumb.edu

Students returning to CSU
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) for the
coming semester can expect a
change in the way they work
out. CSUMB now has a totally
revamped Otter Sports Center
(OSC).
For the past several years, the
OSC has been something of a
back burner issue for CSUMB.

Despite no improvement to the
yellow-and-orange checkered
paint pattern that adorns the
eastern wall, changes have been
occurring over time within the
building, itself.
Last year saw the purchase
of several new floor mats in the
entryway of the gym, as well as
new dumbbell and plate weights
for the weight room. However,
much of the cardiovascular
equipment was not replaced or
increased, despite a mere four
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treadmills of varying levels of
antiquity.
Now, things have changed,
most notably a brand new
hardwood floor, as well as
new bleachers for spectators of
various athletic events.
“We actually lost some
capacity,” said Stephanie Duke,
the interim athletic director at
CSUMB, as she looked out over
the new basketball/volleyball
court that dominates the OSC.
While the new floor and seats
may be the most noticeable
improvement, several smaller
changes have taken place as well.
What was once the main cardio
area has now been replaced by
rows of sparkling new equipment.
This includes a new bench-press
area, new leg machines, as well
as various other masses of metal

designed to get you into shape.
“It’s almost done,” said
Brenden Baca, an employee at
the OSC. “Once everything is
done, we will have a new room
for cardio equipment.”
This new room will come at the
expense ofyet another racquetball
court, reducing the number to
only one. However, the extra
room for exercise equipment
will be a vast improvement to a
severely cramped space.
Additional items on the agenda
include plasma TVs for the
cardio room, so those inclined
to watch television can do so
without having to squint at a
small screen far in the distance.
For more information on what
is available and the improvements
yet to come at the Otter Sports
Center visit: sports.csumb.edu.

“Once everything is

done, we will have a
new room for cardio
equipment."
BRENDAN BACA. OSC EMPLOYEE

OR

[Sports]

Martin Masters Martial Arts
Staff Reporter

On his 20th birthday, Louis Martin
got fired. Two years later, he
considers it one of the best things
that ever happened to him since it
launched a series of “best things”
that brought him to where he is,
today.
The day before his birthday,
Martin was ready to drop out of
junior college in favor of become a
starving musician. After losing his
sole source of income, he spent the
next month with more starving and
less music, a sobering experience
that caused him to reconsider
school. A cousin suggested he
might appreciate CSU Monterey
Bay (CSUMB). “It has a whole
different approach to teaching, a
different way of learning,” he said.
“It’s going to catch on.”
For the past two years, Martin
has been a full-time student at
CSUMB, while holding down parttime jobs as a campus tour guide
and an admissions processor. He
also enrolled in a special martial
arts program at the Monterey
Budokan, which ransomed 20
hours a week from an already busy
schedule. It also gave back.
“Martial arts didn’t come into
my life,” said Martin, “until I
came to CSUMB. I was physically
insecure in high school but saw this
as a new place, a new beginning,
and I wanted to get in shape and
embrace it. I walked into the
academy and saw that everything
they did there was a masterpiece.
I thought, ‘I’ve got to be around
these people; this can only bring
out the best in me’.”
When Martin started training,

his sensei or teacher, Julio Toribio,
wasn’t entirely sure how it would
turn out for him, wasn’t completely
confident that martial arts was the
right path in his life journey.
“But Louie was focused,” Toribio
said. “He adopted our philosophies
of awareness, assessment and
action, put them into practice and
was able to move through the
different levels. He focused on the
five steps to accelerate his training
and become successful: have a
dream, make a plan, believe in
yourself, face your fears and take
massive action. All of a sudden he
felt an empowerment he had never
felt before. I am really proud of
him as a martial artist.”
Today, Martin is a candidate
for spring 2009 graduation with a
degree in Human Communications
and a concentration in rhetoric and
writing. He also is a second-degree
black belt, who has incorporated
martial arts into his work, his play,
his capstone.
“School, martial arts, work;
they are not segments in life,” he
said, “but all one. That realization
helped me decide to incorporate
it in my capstone, focusing on
American Mixed Martial Arts and
their social impact. I want my
capstone to be unique to me and
my passions, and I think the best
way to research anything is to
live it. CSUMB has an amazing
approach to teaching and learning
that involves an incredible amount
of freedom, so you’re really
shorting yourself if you don’t
include your passions in your
academic program.”

CSUMB has an
amazing approach to
teaching and learning

that involves an
incredible amount of

freedom, so you’re
really shorting

yourself if you don’t
include your passions
in your academic

program
LOUIS MARTIN, HCOM SENIOR

New Coaches Find Their Way to CSUMB
Evan Fitzgerald, Staff Reporter
Evan_Fitzgerald@csumb.edu

For the first time in the history
of CSU Monterey Bay (CSUMB),
both Men’s and Women’s
Basketball
head
coaching
positions will be full time. This
has meant the hiring of two new
basketball coaches; Rob Bishop
for the men’s team and Renee
Jimenez for the women’s team.
Last year, the basketball
program at CSUMB was a mixture
of highs and lows. The men’s
basketball team strung together a
solid series of victories, winning
10 of their last 12 games to make
it into the California Collegiate
Athletic Association (CCAA)
playoffs during their first eligible

year. The women’s team went
2-18 in conference play, leaving
them near the bottom of the
CCAA, despite several standout
performances.
“Our seniors will determine
how successful we are with their
leadership,” said Jimenez. “You
can expect a team that will play
hard, night in and night out. We
will play at a high speed for 40
minutes.”
In addition to the new coach, the
women’s team also is receiving an
infusion of young talent, courtesy
of the recruiting efforts of
Coach Jimenez. “Because of my
west-coast recruiting contacts,”
she said, “I was able to get on
the phones and add some very
talented young women to round
out our team for the 2008-2009
,

season.”
On the other side of the
basketball program, Coach Bishop
has taken over an already proven
men’s team. “You can expect a
group of returners hungry to prove
that last year was no fluke and
that they will challenge for not
only another playoff appearance,
but a conference title as well,”
he said.
Several of the men’s players
have stayed in Monterey during
the summer and have had time to
acclimate to their new coach. To
their benefit, assistant coach Alex
Hudson is returning to his former
position, providing comfort those
new to the coaches’ system via a
familiar face and format.
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WAVES
Fall Schedule
Men's & Women's Cross-Country:
8/30/2008
9/13/2008
9/27/2008
10/4/2008

Fullerton Invitational Brea, CA TBA
Westmont Invitational Santa Barbara, CATBA
Stanford Invitational Palo Alto, CA TBA
San Francisco State University Gator Invitational San Francisco, CA TBA

Volleyball:
8/29-30/2008: Otter Classic
9/5-6/2008: Otter Invitational
9/12/2008 *Califomia State University, San Bernardino Seaside, CA 7:00 PM
9/13/2008 *Califomia State Polytechnic University, Pomona Seaside, CA 7:00
9/16/2008 University of California, Santa Cruz Seaside, CA 7:00 PM
9/17/2008 *San Francisco State University Seaside, CA7:00 PM
9/19/2008 *University of California, San Diego Seaside, CA 7:00 PM
9/20/2008 Notre Dame de Namur University Seaside, CA 7:00 PM
9/26/2008 *Humboldt State University Arcata, CA 7:00 PM
9/27/2008 *Sonoma State University Rohnert Park, CA 7:00 PM
10/1/2008 Hawaii Pacific University Seaside, CA 7:00 PM
10/3/2008 California State University, Los Angeles Seaside, CA 7:00 PM
10/4/2008 California State University, Dominguez Hills Seaside, CA 7:00 PM
10/10/2008 California State University, Stanislaus Turlock, CA 7:00 PM
10/11/2008 California State University, Chico Chico, CA 7:00 PM
10/17/2008 California State Polytechnic University, Pomona Pomona, CA 7:00 PM
10/18/2008 California State University, San Bernardino San Bernardino, CA 7:00 PM
10/22/2008 *San Francisco State University San Francisco, CA 7:00 PM
10/25/2008 Cniversity of California, San Diego La Jolla, CA 7:00 PM
10/29/2008 Notre Dame de Namur University Belmont, CA 7:00 PM
10/31/2008 *Sonoma State University Seaside, CA 7:00 PM
11/1/2008 *Humboldt State University Seaside, CA 7:00 PM
11/7/2008 California State University, Dominguez Hills Carson, CA 7:00 PM
11/8/2008 California State University, Los Angeles Los Angeles, CA 7:00 PM
11/14/2008 California State University, Chico Seaside, CA 7:00 PM
11/15/2008 California State University, Stanislaus Seaside, CA7:00 PM

Men's Soccer:
8/26/2008 Fresno Pacific University Fresno, CA 7:00 PM
8/28/2008 Seattle Pacific University Seattle, WA 4:30 PM
8/30/2008 Western Washington University Bellingham, WATBD
9/12/2008 California State University, Dominguez Hills Seaside, CA 3:00 PM
9/14/2008 Cniversity of California, San Diego Seaside, CA 2:00 PM
9/19/2008 Cumboldt State University Arcata, CA 7:00 PM
9/21/2008 *Sonoma State University Rohnert Park, CA 2:00 PM
9/26/2008 California State University, Stanislaus Seaside, CA 3:00 PM
9/28/2008 California State University, Chico Seaside, CA 2:00 PM
10/3/2008 California State Polytechnic University, Pomona Pomona, CA 7:00 PM
10/5/2008 California State University, San Bernardino San Bernardino, CA 2:00 PM
10/8/2008 *San Francisco State University San Francisco, CA 3:00 PM
10/10/2008 California State University, Los Angeles Seaside, CA3:00 PM
10/12/2008 California State University, San Marcos Seaside, CA 2:00 PM
10/17/2008 California State University, Chico Chico, CA 7:00 PM
10/19/2008 California State University, Stanislaus Turlock, CA2:00 PM
10/24/2008 *Sonoma State University Seaside, CA 3:00 PM
10/26/2008 Cumboldt State University Seaside, CA 2:00 PM
10/31/2008 Saint Martin’s University Seaside, CA 3:00 PM
11/2/2008 California State University, East Bay Seaside, CA 12:30 PM

Women's Soccer:
9/1/2008 University of Hawaii at Hilo Seaside, CA 12:30 PM
9/2/2008 Notre Dame de Namur University Belmont, CA 12:30 PM
9/9/2008 Seattle Pacific University Seaside, CA 12:30 PM
9/11/2008 Central Washington University Seaside, CA 3:00 PM
9/12/2008 California State University, Dominguez Hills Seaside, CA 12:30
9/14/2008 Cniversity of California, San Diego Seaside, CA 11:30 PM
9/19/2008 Cumboldt State University Arcata, CA 4:30 PM
9/21/2008 *Sonoma State University Rohnert Park, CA 11:30 PM
9/24/2008 Academy of Art University Seaside, CA 12:30 PM
9/26/2008 California State University, Stanislaus Seaside, CA 12:30 PM
9/28/2008 California State University, Chico Seaside, CA 11:30 PM
10/3/2008 California State Polytechnic University, Pomona Pomona, CA4:30 PM
10/5/2008 California State University, San Bernardino San Bernardino, CA 11:30 PM
10/8/2008 *San Francisco State University San Francisco, CA 12:30 PM
10/10/2008 California State University, Los Angeles Seaside, CA 12:30
10/12/2008 University of California, Santa Cruz Santa Cruz, CA 11:30 AM
10/17/2008 California State University, Chico Chico, CA4:30 PM
10/19/2008 California State University, Stanislaus Turlock, CA 11:30 PM
10/24/2008 *Sonoma State University Seaside, CA 12:30 PM
10/26/2008 *Humboldt State University Seaside, CA 11:30 PM
* Denotes a CCAA game
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Person on Campus

“The fact that how active it was
before students moved in.”

“Being able to party in the
abandoned buildings and that Elvis
went here.”

-Nick Kova
Teledramatic Arts and Technology
Senior

“There is so much history here.”

John Muret

» What is
your favorite
thing about
the history of
Fort Ord?

CSWP
Graduate Student

“All the unusual architecture”

Greg Gonzalez

Social and Behavioral Sciences
Senior

Business
Senior

1

6
4
5 7 1
2 8
6
8
6 3
2
7
4
3
8 6
9
3
8 7
2 5 1
4
5
6

Cancer- It was all about breaking
boundaries and rules this summer;
well done. You really went out of your
comfort zone to explore what your
heart and mind were seeking.. .keep
taking risks.

Capricorn- Perhaps this summer
wasn’t the greatest for you, dear
Capricorn, but that doesn’t mean
it didn’t have a positive impact on
you. It may seem that the events that
occurred during the past three months
were going against you...but things
aren’t always as they seem.

“When I have family here I always
tell them that Elvis did his training
here.”

Mallory Haung

Gemini- A.lot of changes have
occurred recently, and although it
seems like you’ll never see the light
at the end of the tunnel, you will...
change is exciting.

Piper Waters

AJ Cecehttini

Teaching Credential

Piper’s predictions

SUDOKU
swdo’ku [sóó-dó’kóó]

Each Sudoku has a unique solution that can be
reached logically without guessing. Enter digits
from 1 to 9 into the blank spaces. Every row must
contain one of each digit. So must every column,
as must every 3x3 square.

Aquarius- You really have turned
over a new leaf, and it’s really only
starting to come into effect now.
Congratulations on realizing your old
habits weren’t working for you. Keep
up the refreshing new you ...great
things are in store.

Picies- While you were quite the busy
bee this past summer, you never took
a moment for yourself. No wonder
you are feeling down and out. It’s time
for a little R & R, even if it’s only á
little vacation at home. Turn off the
phone and relax.. .you’ve earned it.
Aries- If anyone knows how to have
a good time, Aries, it’s you. When
so many invitations are being tossed
your way, it’s hard to choose which
event to attend. With all the energy
you have, I say go to all of them.. .be
the center of attention. •

Taurus- Why must you feel the need
to put so much effort into people who
don’t care? Realize those who deserve
your time and those who do not...
open your eyes.

Leo- You’re wasting your own time
by not making an important decision
that’s been lingering in your mind. It’s
time to make a move; what’s it going
to be? Don’t hesitate.

Virgo- It’s so much easier not to hear
the truth, but when we deicide to
take off our rose colored glasses we
realize the truth is so refreshing...so
go ahead, take off those glasses.
Libra- It’s great that you’re delving
into different hobbies and activities
to keep you busy; just make sure to
choose something you’re passionate
about. As long as your heart is in it,
you’re good to go...
Scorpio- This summer was a
rollercoaster ride. Now that you’re
done with the upside-down loops, you
feel a little queasy. The ride was never
meant to be easy, just worth it. Accept
that you had to go through a few
bumps to get where you are now/..
You are where you’re supposed to be.

Sagittarius- It seems as though you’ve
been “laying low” a lot, almost as if
you’re in hiding. -What are you hiding
from? It’s nice to step out of reality for
a while, but you’ve gotta get back into
the game.. .the world is waiting.
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Your Bookstore

Sexual
A
Happy
Healing
Vagina: Even the va-jay-jay
needs a lift sometimes
Destinie Schroff, Staff Reporter
Destinie_schroff@csumb.edu

“Sexual Healing” isn’t your traditional sex column. In fact, it isn’t always about sex or healing.
Sometimes it’s a straightforward lesson; other times it’s a romp in the forest. Happily stepping
in for Mary Freeman, who graduated this past spring, I look forward to opening Pandora’s Box,
if you will, and turning those wary whispers into candid convos.
While a lot of you either giggled or gasped at the mention of Vaginal Reconstruction surgery
in the hit movie “Knocked Up,” for a plenty of women this surgery is no laughing matter. In fact
a growing number of women are unsatisfied with the appearance or performance “down there”
and who are finding hope in a little vaginal update.
Vaginal Rejuvenation is a combination of Labiaplasty and Vaginoplasty. According to centerforvaginalsurgery.com, Labiaplasty is a procedure to make an enlarged or irregular labia
“prettier.” About.com says the surgery can “change the shape and size of the labia minora and/
or labia majora, most often making the labia minora (or inner lips) smaller.” We’re talking about
a cosmetic surgery used to enhance the external appearance of the vagina. As if...
I’m here to tell you; I know this friend of a friend who...okay not really, but I do know women
who just don’t like how their va:jay-jay looks, so I can imagine how exciting the news of this
surgery can be.
Another aspect of what the hip call “Vag Rejuv” is Vaginaplasty, another surgical procedure
used to tighten the vaginal walls and surrounding tissues. Centerforvaginalsurgery.com says the
surgery can greatly enhances sexual intercourse for both the woman and man, as it creates more
friction. No complaints here!
Not only that but during childbirth, a woman’s vagina expands greatly and never fully reduces
to its original size. This surgery allows enables postpartum women to return to their pre-baby
vaginas, which allows them to have better sex. A little 411 you might want to keep for down
the road!
And getting down to the nitty gritty, this last procedure has been known to resolve what
is commonly known as the “popped cherry.” Clinically, we’re talking about a broken hymer,
that classic but misguided indication of a woman’s loss of virginity. Get real. This can happen
through the use of a tampon, a gymnastics routine, a little harmless roughhousing, and many
other activities. Yet although this “cherry popping” can occur without intrusion, in many reli
gions and cultures, that honor or require the unbroken hymen as a symbol or reminder of virgin
ity, Hymenoplasty, which repairs a broken hymen, just might save the (wedding) day.
These procedures can cost between $4,000 and $5,000, which to me just might be four or
five grand well spent.
As more and more women’s magazines other than the groundbreaking “Cosmo” are begin
ning to is pay to women’s satisfaction in bed, such surgeries are becoming less taboo even in
polite conversation and certainly more common at the clinic. I admit that I joined in on the
giggling at the theater, but now that I think about it, a little “vag rejuv” might not be out of the
question one day. Feel free to check in with me after a few kids, when I likely will be looking
to lift a lot more than my vagina.
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we’re not just your place for textbooks!
I
!

we've got everything you need to get ready
for the semester and keep you going afl year.

;

• Snacks & Soft Drinks

:

• School Supplies

;

• Dorm Products

• Storage

.

• Bedding

J
í

• Laundry & Cleaning Supplies
-Café

:

• Sweatshirts, Tees,
Backpacks & More

|

visit us on campus or online

CSU Monterey Bay Bookstore
University Center

Bldg. 23
(831)562 5262---------------------------------------csumonterey.bncoHege.com

Central Coast Silkscreen & Embroidery
In-house graphics, promotional products, team
outfitting, quantity discounts, custom photo gifts,
fast turnaround

215 Forest Ave., Pacific Grove
centralcoastsilkscreen.com
831 372 1401

News 831.582.4066
Advertising 831.521.1501

[Opinion]
om-buds [ám-bu-dz]

1. One that investigates
reported complaints (as from students or consumers), reports findings,
and helps to achieve equitable settlements.

Editor-in-Chief
Richard Welsheimer

College Student ioi:

Art Director / Production Manager
Jenna McKay

Helicopter Parents

Advertising Manager
Jennifer Seregos

Dear Otter Nation,
Ricky Welsheimer, Editor-in-Chief

I hope this first edition of the Otter Realm finds you relaxed and ready
for another school year. Like CSU Monterey Bay, the Otter Realm has
began renovations and will be looking to continue construction and
make many improvements through the upcoming school year.
One of the main changes to the Otter Realm is the addition of new
employees who have filled several positions. Juanita Darling, the
former adviser to the Otter Realm has recently taken a position at
San Francisco State, and her position has been filled by Lisa Watson.
Watson is looking forward to working to build relationships and con
tinue to help improve our reporters writing skills.
In addition to a new advisor we also have a new Production Manager
and Editor-in-Chief. Jenna Mckay was named the Production Manager
in May and has worked very hard on the layout of this issue. I would
personally like to thank her for long hours and efforts to make the Back
to School Issue outstanding. Lastly, the new Editor-in-Chief of the
Otter Realm is me. I am very excited and grateful to take on this new
challenge. I hope to build new and reconnect broken relationships with
the campus and community.
To finish up I would like to personally thank everybody who took
time out of their summer break to put this issue together. I know we are
all busy and it was hard to find the time to get stuff done, but we pulled
it off. I am not afraid to say it, I think this may be one of the best issues
I have ever seen; and it will be the first of many!

Sincerely,
Ricky Welshiemer, Editor-in-Chief

Stay Current Online at

www.otterrealm.net
Editorial Policy

The Otter Realm is a bi-weekly student publication produced by the Otter
Realm club and HCOM 389. Opinions expressed herein do not necessarily
reflect the views of the Otter Realm, CSUMB administration, faculty, staff or
college policy.
The Otter Realm serves two purposes: it is a training lab for students who
wish to leam journalism skills, and it is a forum of free expression of campus
issues and news. The Otter Realm Editorial Board will determine what to
print on these pages. The Editorial Board reserves the right to edit for libel,
space or clarity.

E-mail otter_realm@csumb.edu
www.ottemealm.net

Rjchard¿Welsheimer@csumb.edu

Our lives are shaped by
surrounding influences such as
friends, teachers and the media,
but none are as prevalent as our
parents or guardians. Thanks to
tragedies such as the Columbine
massacre, the September 11
attacks and the increased violence
in the world, a lot of parents are
afraid to let go of their kids, to
let them fail or succeed on their
own. The result is a new kind
of parents called “Helicopter
Parents.”
The days of chasing the
ice cream truck, picking our
friends, choosing our own
living arrangements or doing
our homework by ourselves
are a thing of the past. (Your
introduction needed a bridge.
Who shapes our lives, most
importantly our parents, not
chasing the ice cream truck or
doing homework alone are not
related unless you relate them.)
Parents have been accused
of doing their kids’ homework,
calling their professors and
even cleaning their kids’ dorm
rooms. But “Helicopter Parents”
are a whole different breed.
They don’t help; they hover, a
syndrome that doesn’t develop

when their kids go off to college;
most are afflicted from the very
beginning.
The name sprouted in the
nineties and, since then, has
been identified at most college
orientations. Helicopters, who
must be pulled away from their
kids so they can take a tour of the
campus, get a reality check on
letting go of their babies.
But who can blame them?
Many of these parents have
witnessed war, school shootings,
terrorist attacks, and child
molesters. They just want to see
their children succeed and live a
happy life.
Is doing your kids’ homework,
decorating their dorm room, and
not allowing them to spread their
wings really going to give them a
successful and happy life?
The answer is no. I’ve seen
these kids; the ones who go off
to college and drink too much,
who move back home after
they graduate and can’t doing
anything without mom or dad.
What can parents do to make
sure they’re not hovering too
closely? Take risks. Everyone
has to go over his or her own
obstacles. Start with your kids.
What can you do if you have
a helicopter parent? Tell them
you love them, but it’s time for
you to have some space. Stick
up for yourself; you are a college
student now.
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